Blood
WBC : 61 (neutrophils 0.2 x 10 9 /l)X 10 9 /l HB : 9.2g/dl Platelets : 60X 10 9 /l Blasts : 10% blasts = 6.1 x 10 9 /l (Blood) Bone marrow : 80% blasts (with features of monocytic lineage) Partial GTG-banding karyotype of the t(11;17)(p15;q21)
Cyto-Pathology Classification

Comments
To the best of our knowledge, only three cases of paediatric AML with the t(11;17)(p15;q21) have been reported (Nishiyama et al, 1999; Forestier et al, 2003) . Here we describe a case in a 86 year old man with acute monocytic leukemia. FISH analysis showed the implication of the nucleoporin 98 (NUP98) gene, located on chromosome 11p15. Considering the frequent formation of NUP98/HOX chimaeras in haematological malignancies [i.e. t(7;11)(p15;p15), t(11;12)(p15;q23) and t(2;11)(q31;p15) leading to the fusion of the NUP98 gene with HOXA, HOXC and HOXD clusters respectively], the t(11;17)(p15;q21) is likely to involve the HOXB cluster in 17q21.
